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Abstract

This study aims to conduct a thorough exploration of the nuanced relationship between fandom and gender,
utilizing Giddens's theory as a conceptual framework. Employing an exploratory qualitative approach, this
research adopts thematic analysis as its principal methodological tool. Purposeful sampling was employed due
to the dispersed and unclear access to participants. Data collected from interviews were meticulously analyzed
using thematic analysis, allowing for a nuanced understanding of the subject matter. The findings of this
research unveil four dominant categories: Structure, institution, rules of signification, and resources. Within
these categories, several themes emerged, including the genesis of football fandom, the role of fan education,
the delineation of fan responsibilities within the profession, and the intricate aspects of football culture. This
study contributes to the existing literature by offering a comprehensive analysis of the complex interplay
between fandom and gender dynamics within the context of Giddens's theory. The insights gained from this
research have implications for understanding and addressing the multifaceted nature of fandom and gender in
sports culture.
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An exploration of fandom and gender based on

Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

While soccer is widely recognized as the most
popular sport in the world, the focus of sports
research has overwhelmingly been on men's
soccer. In contrast, little attention has been
paid to the advocacy of women's football.
Despite the growing popularity of women's
soccer, particularly at the international level,
advocacy for women's sports remains
underdeveloped in many countries. This study
aims to explore the factors that influence
support for women's football and to identify
strategies for promoting greater advocacy of
women's sports.

Materials and Methods

This study employed a qualitative research
design and used content analysis as its method
of data analysis. Data was collected through
interviews with fans and stakeholders in
women's  soccer. Atargeted sampling
method was used due to the dispersion and
lack of accessibility of the population.
Interviews were conducted with fans of
women's  soccer, as well as with
representatives from football associations,
sports organizations, and media outlets. The
interviews were transcribed and analyzed
using content analysis. Themes were extracted
from the data and organized into four
categories: structure, institution, rules of
implication, and sources of dominance.

Results

The study found that there were several factors
that influenced support for women's soccer.
One of the most important factors was the lack
of awareness among fans of women's soccer.
Many fans expressed a lack of knowledge
about the sport, which led to a lack of interest
and support. Improving awareness among
fans, therefore, was identified as a critical
factor in promoting women's soccer.

Another factor that influenced support for
women's soccer was the lack of institutional

348

support. Many fans and stakeholders felt that
women's soccer was not given the same level
of attention and resources as men's soccer.
This lack of support was identified as a
significant barrier to the growth of women's
soccer.

In addition, cultural norms were found to be a
significant source of dominance that
influenced support for women's soccer. Many
fans and stakeholders expressed the belief that
men's soccer was more exciting and
competitive than women's soccer. Challenging
these cultural norms was identified as a critical
strategy for promoting greater support for
women's soccer.

Conclusion

The findings of this study highlight the need
for greater attention to the advocacy of
women's soccer in sports research and
practice. Improving awareness among fans,
building institutional support, and challenging
dominant cultural norms were identified as
critical factors in promoting women's soccer.
The study suggests that efforts to promote
women's soccer must be focused on engaging
fans, building institutional support, and
challenging dominant cultural norms. These
findings have important implications for
sports organizations, media outlets, and
policymakers who seek to promote greater
support for women's sports.

Key words: Fandom, Football, Women,
Stadium, Sport.
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