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Abstract

Sports are essential for all segments of society, with significant impacts on cultural, social, physical, and
mental health aspects. In all cultures, exercise for women has been emphasized because a healthy body
fosters a healthy mind (Halbian & Hosseininia, 2022). The aim of the present study is to develop a model
of financial sponsorship in women's sports in Tabriz city using thematic analysis as the research method.
This study falls under applied research and employs qualitative research methods, specifically thematic
analysis.The statistical population of this research includes sports management specialists familiar with
the subject of the research, officials, female athletes at the professional level, and financial sponsors. The
research sample was selected from the statistical population using purposive and snowball sampling
methods, continuing until theoretical saturation was achieved.The data collection tool and its validation
method, thematic analysis, are among the most conventional and widely used methods for qualitative data
analysis, especially in ethnography or interview-based studies. The validity of the tool was assessed by
the interviewees and expert professors, while reliability was measured using the intra-subject agreement
method. The research employed the thematic analysis method for data analysis, utilizing document study
and semi-structured interviews as the data collection tools. Thematic analysis involves detailing,
examining, and recording patterns or themes from the collected data. Themes represent “patterns created"
within the data that are crucial for explaining phenomena aligned with the research questions.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

The purpose of the present study is to develop
a model of financial sponsorship in women's
sports in Tabriz city. Nowadays, the
encouragement of more women and girls to
participate in sports has prompted both public
and private organizations to undertake
initiatives aimed at promoting this issue. Girls
are the future builders of society, and
increasing the number of female role models
helps to enhance society. Sponsors play a
crucial role in competitive sports. Financial
support contributes to growing the fan base of
women's sports, increasing the number of
champions, and extending their championship
periods (Main Fard, 2021). Women work in
various fields, and economic conditions often
leave athletes in peak form without sufficient
fundsto participate in leagues and events. On
another note, attracting financial sponsors in
women's sports enhances players' and teams'
motivation to achieve top positions and sustain
activities at foundational levels. Sports
prevents social anomalies and reduces many
diseases; therefore, investing in girls' sports
can mitigate a significant portion of additional
costs. The boom in support of female athletes
enhances marketing opportunitiesand
economic activities across variousteams and
disciplines (Rasakh Ghasemi, 2020). Sports
sponsorship can serve as a valuable means to
reach new markets and maintain customer
bases. It has the potential to increase sales,
influence trends, raise awareness, and
establish lasting relationships with customers.
In  today's world, companies often
choosesports sponsorship as a
universallanguage, particularly in popular
sports that attract global and national
audiences, transcending linguistic and cultural
boundaries (Ehsan Abu Darda, 2008). Morgan
(2019) argues that the impact of the rise in
financial support for women's sports is evident
in various ways. For example, For instance,
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UEFA has allocated separate financial support
for women's competitions. , Additionally,
female athletes are increasingly being
supported and promoted as brands. For
example, the Avon brand, internationally
recognized for facial beauty products,
becamethe first sponsor of Liverpool's
uniform in 2017 (Khatibi, Heydari Nejad
2020). Sponsors typically have two primary
goals when supportinga team or athlete. The
first goal is the athletic success of success of
the sponsored entity, while the second pertains
to social impact. The meaning of the social
sector includes the positive effects that can be
observed in both the short and long term. For
instance, supporting athletes not only
increases interest among young people in
sports but also helps reduce social anomalies.
While sponsorship is widely utilized to market
various products and services, sports
sponsorship is particularly favored by
organizations promoting potentially harmful
products or services (Howard & Compton,
1995). Sport is a phenomenon that wields
significant influence in modern society. It
commands considerable attention from the
media unlike any other aspect of social issues
(Plessis and Vanahar). In the past, there was a
belief that women should not engage in
exercise; however, in contemporary times,
exercise has transcended gender boundaries,
becoming intertwined with body management,
leisure, and health, and has seamlessly
integrated into women's daily lives
(Kaderzadeh, 2015).Culture and society exert
a profound influence on people's participation
in sports and physical activities. Gender
beliefs are particularly prominent among
cultural factors that significantly impact sports
engagement.The concept of women's sports
encompasses the management, research,
theorization, planning, and implementation of
activities aimed at enhancing women's
physical and mental well-being through
regular physical exercise.The philosophy of
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sports underscores the importance of physical
health and vitality for both men and women.
Prioritizing women's sports yields substantial
benefits for society at large. Nationally, it
contributes to reducing social harms and
enhancing physical, mental, psychological,
and social health indicators, thereby reducing
government expenditures. Internationally,
women's participation in sports serves as a
global indicator of the societal status of
women (Nazami et al.,, 2018). Today, a
significant challenge in women's sports lies in
sponsorship, which holds a prominent role in
the modern sports world. Commercialization
has permeated all spheres of sports, spanning
from community-level participation to
professional sports. Particularly in
professional  sports, corporate financial
backing is widespread, often leading to
athletes and sports clubs engaging in
endorsements and advertising (Smith and
Stewart, 2014).Sports financial support entails
commercial wherein an organization offers
financial or non-financial aid in return for the
privilege of affiliating itself with a sports
entity.. Sponsors engage in sports financial
support to achieve organizational objectives,
such as enhancing their public image or
marketing goals like boosting brand awareness
(Firouzabadi & Kashkaro Kargar, 2018). It's
concerning that female athletes face
significant challenges in media coverage due
to political, cultural, and religious issues.
Consequently, athletes and coaches often work
hard purely out of their passion for the sport,
despite these barriers.The lack of financial
sponsors for female athletes, preventing them
from receiving adequate support for injuries
and other needs, contributes to their early
departure from sports. This situation not only
leads to psychological issues among female
athletes but also lowers the average age of
champions in Iran.Therefore, with proper
planning and strategies, it is possible to
significantly attract financial sponsors to
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female athletes and enhance their productivity
(Hagdoost, 2017). The lack of support for
women’s sport has various consequences that
can be researched in different aspects,
including: Reduced desire among girls and
women to exercise may contribute to increased
rates of diseases and obesity, as participation
in championship sports promotes universal
physical activity.. Although humans have
always desired to maintain a healthy body and
mind, modern societal changes have shifted
lifestyle behaviors towards inactivity and
unhealthy eating patterns (Scholenkorf &
Sifken, 2019).Certainly, maintaining an active
lifestyle is closely tied to good health. Exercise
has traditionally been used as a means to
achieve positive health outcomes (Edwards
and Rau, 2019).

Methodology

The current research method is categorized as
applied research in terms of research type and
qualitative research, specifically thematic
analysis, in terms of implementation
method.The thematic analysis method is
widely recognized as one of the most
conventional and extensively used approaches
for qualitative data analysis, particularly in
fields such as ethnography or research based
on interviews.The validity of the tool was
assessed through feedback from interviewees
and expert professors, while reliability was
measured using the intra-rater agreement
method.The statistical population of this
research  included sports management
specialists knowledgeable aboutthe subject of
the research, officials and female athletes at
the professional level, and financial sponsors.
The statistical sample of the research was
selected from among the statistical population
and using the purposive and snowball
sampling method. The sampling continued
until the theoretical saturation was achieved.
In this research, the library method, including
books, articles and internet sources, was used
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to collect information related to the research
literature and the background of the research
topic. The interview method was used to
collect relevant data. For this purpose, the
researcher conducted interviews with sports
management specialists familiar with the
subject of the research, officials and financial
sponsors active in the field of sports, female
athletes of wvarious disciplines, as well
asmanagers of the Ministry of Sports and the
National Olympic Committee. To carry out the
research, after designing the general gquestions
and compiling the interview protocol, in-depth
and  semi-structured  interviews  were
scheduled and conducted with the experts.
Interviews were conducted in a semi-
structured manner with statistical samples,
ensuring prior coordination and scheduling.
After each interview, the information gathered
was transcribed onto paper, and initial coding
of the data was performed until the initial
concepts were identified and extracted. After
completing the interviews, a thorough review
of theoretical frameworks and prior research
was conducted to integrate past concepts, the
researcher's insights, and experts' opinions
into the subsequent stages of data analysis.The
validity of the research findings was ensured
through validation by interviewees and
subsequent consultation with professors. The
professors were briefed on the interview
process, data coding, and analysis methods,
and their feedback was incorporated to rectify
any necessary aspects.Thematic analysis, as
used in this research, involves systematically
identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns
or themes within qualitative data collected
from  documents and  semi-structured
interviews. This method helps in extracting
meaningful insights and understanding the
underlying patterns within the data.Themes
are "patterns created" from datasets that are
crucial for explaining a phenomenonin line
with the research guestion. Thematic analysis
stands out as a versatile method that serves as
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an  umbrella, encompassing  various
approaches rather than relying on a single
method. Thematic analysis emphasizes
organizing and providing rich descriptions of
a dataset through an approach that goes
beyond simply counting words or phrases in a
text. It involves identifying specific and latent
ideas within the data.Coding is the initial step
in the process of developing themes from raw
data, involving organizing important data
segments  and deciphering primary
relationships among them.The interpretation
of these codes can involve comparing the
frequency of themes, identifying themes found
together and graphically displaying the
relationships between different themes. There
is a wide range of data; for example, texts can
vary from single-word responses to several
pages of answers to a researcher's questions.
Accordingly, data analysis strategies may vary
depending on the volume and complexity of
the data. The thematic analysis method
involves a process that includes*reading texts,
identifying possible themes, comparing and
creating themes or themes, and creating
theoretical models” (Amiri & Nowroozi,
2014). After conducting the field work and
interviews, he researcher initiated the data
analysis process by taking notes from texts and
interviews. This involved writing or
underlining words that were likely to be
pertinent for data analysis in a journal or
notebook. Recording ideas during the
interview process indeed facilitates coding in
later stages of data analysis. These written
notes don't need to be exact or final but should
capture key points for future analysis. In this
research, the interview method was employed,
where experts in the field of women's sports
were selected through snowball sampling.
Questions were posed in an open-ended
format, allowing for unrestricted answers.
Following the interviews, coding was
conducted using MaxQDA 2020 software to
develop the final model.
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Findings

The statistical population of the research
included specialists in women's sports and
financial sponsors. Sampling was conducted
using the snowball method until theoretical
saturation was achieved, resulting in 53
interviews. MAXQDA 2020 software was
utilized for interview analysis. The results
revealed 59 open codes, 23 central codes, and
6 selective codes that identified factors
influencing financial sponsorship in women's
sports.

Discussion and Conclusion

The coding results of the interviews conducted
with experts and sponsors included the
following open and central codes:

« Central Theme: Intervening Factors include
the following open codes: Lack of media
coverage, Absence of live match broadcasting,
Low spectator attendance, Underdeveloped
sports industry, Insufficient support from the
industrial sector, Governance and macro-
policy challenges, Lack of support from city
councils and municipalities, Political issues,
Ethical non-compliance, Cultural inadequacy,
Lack of platforms for women's management,
Psychological conflicts, Moral abnormalities,
Fraudulent practices, Social anomalies.
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» Central Theme: Effective Factors in the
Presence of Financial Sponsors include the
following open codes: Financial issues,
Banking facilities, Win-win negotiations, Tax
facilities, Sports enterprises, Economic
enterprises, Sports groups, Rewards and
incentives, Behavioral issues, Recognition,
Planning, Good motivational program,
National media, Instagram pages, Social
networks, Websites.

» Central Theme: Characteristics of
Financial Sponsors comprise the following
open codes: Political influence, Interested in
sports, Social personality, Well-known
person, Social activist, Social aspect,
Competitive atmosphere, Progressive, Sports
enthusiast, Compassionate, Young,
Committed, Inner believer, Loyal.

» Key Code: Consequences of Sponsors in
Sports include the following open codes:
Financial problems, Lack of big team, Lack of
success, Tax incentives, Double win, Profit
increase, Heroes increase, Psychological
valuation, Existence of unity, Motivation.
Further, Intervening Factors involve Lack of
media coverage, Macro policies, and Visual
effects.
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